
a set of topics to act or draw 
These can be easily found online.  
You can tailor topics to interests or age levels.

paper and markers or a whiteboard if playing Pictionary.
timer

Form two teams.  Choose one person to start acting or drawing.
Draw a clue.  Act or draw while your team tries to guess within the 

Twist - you can decide if the opposing team has the opportunity to steal 

Some of the classic games can support high level thinking!  Games like Charades or Pictionary require players to
consider connections they can make with the other players and their background knowledge.

What can I draw that my team will connect with the clue?  What background knowledge does my
team have about the topic?  What do I know about the topic?

We were playing Disney Movie Pictionary when our nephew started drawing a whale and a cross.  At first we
thought of Pinocchio, but once we said "humpback", we figured out that his clue was the Hunchback of Notre Dame!  
He had made connections with words he thought we might be able to guess.

You Need:

Steps:

       time limit.  Your team gets a point if they guess in time.

       the point by giving them a shortened amount of time to guess base on what they've seen, if the first group
       doesn't get the answer.

Parent Tip: Passion persuades.  If you are excited about the activity, it's much more likely that your kids will be
interested and have fun.

Effective learners think about how new learning or a new situation connects with what they
already know.  They think about connections to past learning, other contexts, and with

other people.  Not only does this help them better understand new information, but they
are also much more likely to remember it in the future.

Common Parenting Challenge: 
I Don't Want To.  This is Dumb."
If you have middle school aged children, you have probably
heard these words.  You are not alone!  There is something
about the middle years that makes everything dumb... They
are too cool to participate like a younger kid and not cool
enough to enjoy the silliness like a high school student.

This is when we as parents have to put our networking skills to
work!  Connect to what motivates your kid.  Play a Tik Tok
version of Charades, use competition, or invite some friends.

Once these small activities become the norm in your home,
you'll hear this complaint less and less..

DAILY DOINGS

Un-Challenge Day Three 
Critical Key #3: Network Your Learning

www.compassedvantage.com/homelearningsupport

Keep It Positive. Keep It Simple.  Keep It Real.

20 MINUTE ACTIVITY

Charades or Pictionary
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Everyday: Call Out Connections
When teaching students to be better
readers, we often talk about making text to
text connections, text to self connections,
and text to world connections.

Connecting to word roots also helps
students decipher new words.

Ask questions like: What do you already
know about this?  What does this make you
think of? Remember when...

http://www.compassedvantage.com/homelearningsupport


Activity Extensions & Alternatives:
Mystery Snap Connections Game:
The key to this game is that kids pick something to "snap" that connects to themselves.

This alternative activity is great for connecting with your family after a long day apart. 
 Kids use their phone to snap photos of everything they do!  Challenge them to take a
cryptic photo of someplace they were during the day (inside of their locker, the bark on
the playground, an edge of the skatepark).  Everyone else has to guess where the picture
was taken based on what they know about the person sharing.  Older kids love to stump
their parents.  If you have little guys, help them pick a picture you can take that will stump
their other parent or siblings or friends.  You can also let them pick something interesting
in the house that they can snap to trick you!

www.compassedvantage.com/homelearningsupport

Academic Standard: Compare and contrast two or more versions of the same story (e.g.,
Cinderella stories) by different authors, from different cultures, or different mediums.
Home Connection: Comparing and contrasting is another way to network learning.  Ask:
"How are these two stories similar?  How are they different?  What types of patterns are you
noticing?"

Academic Standard: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text,
including figurative language such as metaphors and similes.
Home Connection: Attending to vocabulary is extremely important in developing strong
students.  When your child asks what a word means, ask them to first make connections. 
 Where are you seeing or hearing this word?  Does that give you any clues about its meaning?  

Keep It Positive. Keep It Simple.  Keep It Real.

PRE K - 2 ACADEMIC CONNECTIONS 

Un-Challenge Day Three
Critical Key #3: Network Your Learning

3RD - 5TH ACADEMIC CONNECTIONS 

6TH - 8TH ACADEMIC CONNECTIONS & MODIFICATIONS
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Academic Standard: Compare and contrast a written story, drama, or poem to its audio, filmed, staged,
or multimedia version, analyzing the effects of techniques unique to each medium (e.g., lighting, sound,
color, or camera focus and angles in a film).
Home Connection:  If your kids aren't into reading, compare two different mediums of the same text. 
 Listen to the audio version of Call of the Wild and then watch the movie.  You can also hone this skill with
two versions of the same movie.   There are a ton of re-makes out there to compare.
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